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World Famous ‘DANCE CHICAGO’ To Present Special 

benefit performance for Illinois Tornado victims 

September 25 At Illinois Valley Community College

CHICAGO, August 23, 2010 – Dance Chicago, the largest dance festival of its kind in the world, will kick-off it’s 16th season with a special performance on September 25, 2010, at the Illinois Valley Community College (IVCC) to benefit victims of last June’s tornado that devastated Streator and areas throughout central Illinois.  All monies from the ticket sales and private contributions will go to The Show Must Go On - Engle Lane Tornado Relief fund to help rebuild Engle Lane Theater in Streator, Illinois.  
“Engle Lane Theater has been a source of enjoyment for thousands of central Illinois residents over the last 50 years,” said Jimmie Lansford, Mayor of Streator.  “The theater was heavily damaged in the tornado so it is only fitting that one of the country’s leading arts organizations and the IVCC theatrical department team up to help rebuild this unique entertainment venue.”

Dance Chicago, which was founded by Streator native John Schmitz, has gained critical acclaim around the world for its unique style of entertainment.  Called an “Entertaining buffet” by the Chicago Tribune and “The Premier Showcase” by the Chicago Sun Times, Dance Chicago features a dizzying array of dance styles ranging from hip-hop, ballet and tap, to Latin, jazz and contemporary to suit every discerning taste.  The performers have entertained over 100,000 people around the world with their unique styles of dance.


When Schmitz heard about the devastation caused by the tornado he reached out to Roger Halligan, CEO of H+A International and another Streator native whose company handles the marketing for Dance Chicago, about doing a special benefit.  Halligan then reached out to the Mayor of Streator, Jimmie Lansford, and contacted two other Streator natives from their high school graduating class, Dennis Conroy and Sherry Mascal to form a committee. Mayor Lansford then suggested donating the funds to Engle Lane as a way of the arts giving back to the arts.  


The special benefit performance will take place on Saturday, September 25 at 7:30 p.m. in Oglesby at the IVCC Cultural Center theater.  Schmitz said he is creating a very entertaining, fast-paced performance featuring the best dancers from throughout the Chicago area.  “You don’t have to be a dance fan to enjoy Dance Chicago,” Schmitz promised.  “This will be a night of entertainment that everyone will enjoy.”


The goal is to raise several thousand dollars through ticket sales and a Streator Township High School Alumni fund raising outreach so Engle Lane can be up and running for their 2011 season.  “We are thrilled that Dance Chicago, Open Range Communications and IVCC are helping us rebuild so we can continue bringing quality entertainment to residents throughout the area,” added Kathy Missel, Board President of the Community Players of Streator.


General admission tickets are $25 and can be purchased online at www.dancechicago.com/tour_performances.html, or after August 23 at Centrue Bank locations in Streator, Ottawa, Peru, Princeton and Dwight www.centrue.com.  Contributions can be made to The Show Must Go On - Engle Lane Tornado Relief, PO Box 883, Streator, IL 61364. Victims of the tornado can attend at no cost by contacting the City of Streator at 815-672-2517.

The special evening is sponsored by Open Range Communications www.openrange.net.  If you would like more information on Dance Chicago or to donate, go to www.dancechicago.com.

ABOUT DANCE CHICAGO

Dance Chicago 2010 is a month-long festival featuring the largest and most diverse variety of Chicago’s local dance companies. The event features 130 companies and choreographers in 13 different programs with more than 300 incredible works and season programs. 

Dance Chicago was founded in 1995 by Artistic Director and Curator John Schmitz. The event, now celebrating its sixteenth-anniversary season, is the cornerstone of the fall dance season. From major companies like the Joffrey Ballet and the Dutch National Ballet to the new small dance troupes and young independent artists, Dance Chicago continues to offer the broadest range of dance styles.  For the full schedule and roster and of participating companies please visit www.dancechicago.com.

www.dancechicago.com


